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Artemis Il mission: Astronaut says ‘felt like we’d hit Earth’

Canadian  astronaut
Jeremy Hansen described
a surreal moment aboard
NASA sOrionspacecraft,
saying it felt like he was

falling out of the sky as
the crew powered toward
the Moon on the Artemis
II mission.

Hansen, a 50-year-old
former fighter pilot on his
first spaceflight, said the
initial hours in space were
filled with awe.

Speaking during avideo
call on Saturday, Hansen
shared early experiences
from the journey, as the
spacecraft crossed the
halfway mark between
Earth and the Moon -
more than 2,41,000 km
(150,000 miles) away, re-
ported news agency AFP.

Flanked by fellow as-
tronauts Victor Glover
and Reid Wiseman, Han-
sen reflected on how rap-
idly their home planet
seemed to shrink from
view. "By the time we had
a bit of a nap and got up,
the Earth was just so far
away," Hansen said during

during Orion maneuver | All

the interaction hosted by
the CanadianSpace Agen-
cy (CSA).

Like falling out of the
sky

The most intense mo-
ment, Hansen said, came
during the translunar in-
jectionburn,acritical ma-
neuver that set Orion on
its path toward the Moon.

"It just felt like we were
falling out of the sky back
to Earth,and I said to Reid,
'It feels like we're gonna
hit it," Hansen said.

"It's amazing that we're
actually gonna go around
and miss this thing. It was
just so close and so to take
all of that in was really
phenomenal.”

The maneuver brought
thespacecraft withinabout
200 kilometres of Earth
before slingshotting it to-
ward the Moon, creating
the dramatic sensation he
described.

Hansen, who joined the
CanadianSpace Agency in
2009 after serving in the
Royal CanadianAir Force,
is set to become the first

-

non-American to travel
around the Moon.

The Artemis II mission,
launched from Kennedy
Space Center in

Florida

on Wednesday evening,
marks NASA's return to
crewed lunar missionsun-
der the Artemis pro-
gramme.

T he four-member crew
includes commander Reid
Wiseman, pilot Victor
Glover, mission specialist
ChristinaKoch,and Han-
sen.The journey is ex-
pected to take about four
days to reach the Moon s
vicinity, with a planned
flyby scheduled for April
6. While the astronauts
will not land, the mission
isdesignedasacriticalstep
toward future lunar land-
ings.

One of the next mile-
stones comes on day five,
when Orion enters the
Moon's sphere of influ-
ence.Accordingto NASA,
this is the point where lu-
nar gravity —overtakes
Earth's pull.

about the NASA mission

If successful, Artemis 11
will set a new record for
the farthest distance trav- :
W cled by humans in space, :
@l surpassing the crew of the '

Apollo 13 mission.

| The spacecraft is ex-
@ pected to pass within ;
roughly 6,618 km (4,112
miles) of the Moon, which
astronauts say will appear
about the size of a basket-
ball held at arm's length :
from the capsule window. :

Duringthe 10-day mis- :
sion, the crew will carry '

out tests, conduct experi- | &&, FHSIIIHR UL

ments,anfi preparetocap- ! gn Q/Img’:_:o g%gnﬁﬂg
ture detailed images of the
Iunar surface. In a first- :
of-its—kind move, they :
arealsoscheduledtocom-
municate with astronauts :

aboard the International

Space Station.

NASA's broader goal

under the Artemis pro- : rial
gramme is to establish a i /TeIG6V L9
L BIT(H WPpUPQUSILD & rhi-

sustained human presence
on the Moon, including :

plans for a base where as- a1 3 68 4 &1L (BT -
tronautscanliveand work. : mg 5@” (I,IJE'@DQW
A future mission is ex- | ’

pected to attempt a lunar ' Bblunctrent afiL 14%

i AFBLOTGLD.

During a planned lunar epauid  Liflaujgear

flyby on Monday, April 6, : LneeoL oL sk

5.7% 8K

landing as early as 2028.

the crew will capture L Afw ciig b

images :
and share their observa- |

tions of the Moon's sur- 0.5 o & 5 o
face,including partsofthe i °2 S I o o i -
far side that have never ; < Gat bl
been directly seen by hu- : ‘5% SFT RS-,
completing : & SUL@SSULLL
the flyby, the astronauts | =, .

|19 SDEBHET
witha splashdown sched- LSl
uled in the Pacific Ocean - sl = Bapsis

| adlweuhen  eLpGVLD

high-resolution

mans.After

are set to return to Earth,
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