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T1'be upset if you pay': Iran akes i ibe af Hormuz blockade amid §2 million fee

Asafragile,two-week cease-
fire holds between the United
Statesand Iran,diplomacyisnot
just unfolding at negotiating
tables - it is also playing out
online, with Iranian missions
across the globe responding to
Washington's pressurewithhu-
mour.

Since the outbreak of the
conflict, Iranian embassies
across the world have been
posting sharp replies to re-
peated warnings and remarks
from Donald Trump.

In one of the latest posts, the

Iranian embassym Tunisturned
to cultural nuance to make a

point about the Strait of Hor-
muz, a key global oil route now

at the centre of the standoff.
Track US-Iran war live up-
dates.

To all sailors: If you hear
these pbrases in the Strait of
Hormuz, it's called ta'arof in

liteness) - don't take it liter-
ally," the embassy said.

It followed up with a list of
exaggerated courteszes "Be our
guest. You don t have to pay ev—-
ery time.I Il be upset if you pay.
Let us pay for once! W hat mon~
ey.Ifyou pay,don 't come back!"
The post was later deleted.
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Army chief explains how timing for Operation
Sindoor strikes was chosen mentlons Namaz factor

India'sOperationSindoor

i was planned and executed
i not only with precision but

also with carefully consid-
ered timing, Army Chief

i Upendra Dwivedi said, re-

vealing that the armed forc-
es deliberately avoided

i striking terror hubs during
prayer hours.

'When we were preparing

{ to strike these targets, the
i timing could have been 2

ocIock 4 o'clock - at any

i hour,  hesaid, explaining the
operattonal

flexibility.

i However, he added that the
i forces deliberately held back

at certam times.
"Weensuredthat wewould

i not act at atime when people

on the other side might be
offermg Namaz at the ter-

Iranian culture (Iranian po- ; rorist camps, " he said.

Dwivedi summed up the
approach by saying: 'sabka

i malik ek hai (There is one
i God for all). That is why we

chose a time when we knew

i such prayers were not taking

i place. The army chief was
i referring to the military op-

H

eration, launched in May last
year after the April 22 terror
attack in Jammu and Kash-
mir's Pahalgam left 26 peo-
pledead, mostlytourists.The
attack saw Pakistan—backed
terrorists storm a popular
tourist valley, triggering a
swift Indian military re-
sponse targeting  terror
launchpads across the Paki-
stan border and Pakistan-
occupied-Kashmir (PoK)
regions. Pakistan responded
with asharp escalationinthe
days following Operation
Sindoor, launching drones
and carrying out shelling. In

tion as a turning point in
India's military evolution.
He was speakmg at the
'RanSamvad foruminBen-
galuru, when he said, 'Op-
eration Sindoor was India's
most powerful tool of pro-
gression towards domain
jointness. But we need to
achieve domain integration
and fusion," reported news

; S 2cency PTI.

a span of about a week, Is-
lamabad sent swarms of
drones towards India, most
of which were successtully
intercepted mid-air, though
some caused damage in areas
along the border.

As losses mounted for Is—
lamabad, Pakistan's Direc-
tor General of Military Op-
erations (DGMO) reached
out to his Indian counterpart
and both sides agreed to halt
all military actions - on land,
in the air, and at sea — ef-
fectively on May 10, 2025.

On Thursday, Dwivedi
further described the opera-

The Army chief also
pointed to the growing im-
portance of non—kinetic op-
erations, adding that a sig-
nificant portion of the effort
went beyond the battlefield.

'15 per cent of our effort
was on managing the disin-
formation campalgn, he
said, highlighting the paral-
lel information war that ac—
companied the military ac-
tion.

Post-operation, the Army
has moved to strengthen its
capabilities inthis space, in-
cluding setting up an infor-
mation watfare organisation

and a psychological defence
division, he added.

Printed by, Sri Simmha Enterprises, Published by M.APROSE, onbehalf of M.APROSE, printed at THIRUVALLUR, and Published at ,1, THATTANKAADU 4TH STREET, KONGU VELAAN NAGAR, VTC PERIYASEMUR, PO: PERIA SEMUR, ERODE, TAMIL NADU - 638004 ,Editor HARI KRISHNAN M.



