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Join my WhatsApp group.

https:/Ichat.whatsapp.com/

CgGZM7snNtZ0QMr6or5zVx?mode=wwt
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says US agrees to release frozen
Iranian assets, White House denies

Saturday denied reportsthat

i Washington has agreed to un-
i freeze Iranian assets, after a
i report by Reuters claimed it,
! citing a senior Iranian source.
i The report said that ahead of
i Islamabad talks, Washington
i has agreed to defreeze Iranian
¢ assetsinQatar and other banks.
i The move is crucial as defreez—-
i ing of assets was one of the two
¢ preconditions put forward by
i Iranto begin the talks with the
. ‘ {US.
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i egates have arrived in Islam-
i abad for crucial talks amid a
! two-week pause to Middle
¢ East fighting, suspense over the
! timing of the talks continues.
i The Iranian state media is re-
i porting the timing if the nego-
 tiations will determined only
! after the after the status of pre-

EvenasUS and Iranian del-

¢ conditions is clarified.

Earlier, Iran chief negotia-
tor has said that a ceasefire in
Lebanon and removal of sanc-
tionsonIranaretwo precondi-
tions that must be met to start
the negotiations in Pakistan's

{ capital.

US vice president and chief

negotiator JD Vancearrived in
¢ Islamabad on Saturday morn-

ing and was welcomed by
Pakistan army chief Field
Marshal Asim Munir, foreign
minister Ishaq Dar and inte-
rior minister Mohsin Nagvi.

SteveWitkoffand Jared Kush-

¢ ner from the US side also ar-
¢ rived in Islamabad for crucial
i talks with Iran in Pakistan's

capital city.

The high-stakes talks be-
tween Iran and the US are set
to be held in Islamabad today
with Pakistan as the mediator.
Accordingto AFP,thetalksare

i expected to be indirect and the

i two delegations will be sitting
i in separate rooms. Pakistani
¢ officials will shuttle proposals
i between them, mirroring the
i format used in earlier Oman-

H

mediated rounds.

China is prepating to ship
weapons to Iran amid its frag—
iletruce withthe United States,
CNN reported, citing US in-
telligence sources. Beijing is
reportedly working to ship the
new air defense systems to
Iran within the next few weeks
throughthird countriesto mask
their true origin. T his comes at
atimewhenUS and Iranare set
to hold crucial negotiations in
Islamabadtodaywhilethetruce
isalreadythreatened by Israel's
aggression in Lebanon.

As US vice president JD
Vance was en route Islamabad
tolead to US delegation for the
negotiations, US President
Donald Trump, wished him
luck and said, Well, I wish
them luck. He's got a big thing.
I'll find out what's going on.
They're militarily defeated,
and now we're going to openup
thegulf(Straitof Hormuz) with
or without a deal. But that' Il be
open, we're going to be on the
straight as they call it.

Meanwhile, Iran struck a
cautious tone as its delegation
landed in Pakistan late Friday,
making it clear that while dia—

logueisonthetable, trust is not.
Iranian Parliament Speaker
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf,
who is leading the delegation
said,"Our experience of nego—-
tiations withthe Americans has
always been met with failure
and breach of promise." Onthe
American side, Vice President
JDVanceisenroute Islamabad
and will be joined by Jared
Kushner and special envoy
Steve Witkoff.

Iran also warned that the
failure to meet the precondi-
tions could hamper the peace
process as Ghalibaf on Friday
said a ceasefire in Lebanon and
the release of Irans blocked
assets were the prerequisites to
start the negotiations with the
US.

Ina post on Truth Social, he
wrote, The Iranians dont
seem to realize they have no
cards, other than a short term
extortionofthe World by using
International Waterways. The
only reasonthey are alive today
is to negotiate!"

Make or break moment,
says Pakistan

Hosting the talks, Pakistan
has acknowledged the difficult

road ahead. Prime Minister

Shehbaz Sharif described the
negotiations as entering a de-
cisive phase.

"A temporary ceasefire has
been announced, but now an
even more difficult stage lies
ahead: the stage of achieving a
lasting ceasefire, of resolving
complicated issuesthroughne-
gotiations," news agency AFP
quoted Sharif as saying.

The Islamabad talks come
against the backdrop of a frag-
ile two-week ceasefire be-
tween the US and Iran - one
that Tehran says also includes
a halt to Israeli operations in
Lebanon. While Israel PM
Benjamin  Netanyahu and
Trump has denied having any
such arrangement.

Lebanese authorities report
that over 1,950 people have
been killed in recent weeks of
fighting, with more than 350
deaths recorded onasingle day
shortly after the ceasefire took
effect, reported AFP.

The Islamabad meeting is
being seen as a critical attempt
toconvertthistemporary pause
into a more durable peace
framework and bring an end to
the prolonged West Asia con-
flict.
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