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| Why Delhi's water crisis keeps

returning to the same chokepoint

Adepleted Yamuna, close
to a record low, has pushed
two of the capital's largest
treatment plants to reduce
capacity, and led to scarcity
of water supply to parts of
north, central and west Del-
hi this summer.Levels at the
Wazirabad pond-the reser-
voir serving the Wazirabad
and Chandrawal water
treatment plants-dropped
to 668.6 feet (above sea
level) last week, about five

feet below the 674.5-feet
operational threshold. The
latest shortfall isthe result of
the summer heat, but Delhi
has for long reeled under a
chronic mismatch between
thecity swater supplyinfra-
structure and its burgeoning
demand.The Delhi Jal
Board (D]B) operates nine
water treatment plants that
draw raw water from three
sources: the Yamuna, sup-
plied through Haryana; the

GangathroughUttar Pradesh
via the Upper Ganga Canal;
and the Bhakra Nangal sys-
tem through Punjab.Ap-
proximately 40% ofthecity's
raw water is from the Ya-
muna via Haryana.The Ya-
muna entets Delhi at Wazi-
rabad barrage, where the
pondage setves as the hold-
ing reservoir fromwhichraw
water is driven to the Wazi-
rabad and Chandrawal
WTPs. A fall in river level

at this point directly con-

plants.Plants drawing water
from the Ganga canal sys-
tem-Sonia Vihar and Bha-

usual.Even at full produc-
tion, Delhi's water supply
falls well short of its needs.

The city of 2.3 crore people,

on average, requires 1,380
million gallons of water per
day (MGD). It gets 1,000
MGD, data by D]B shows.
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