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‘Please find my brother’: On day of Air India plane crash in
Ahmedabad, the hour I spent with lone survivor

Oneyear ago, Air India
Flight 171 fell out of the
sky barely 30 seconds af-
ter takeoff, killing 241 of

and others on the ground.

I was in Gandhinagar on the

i ing outside a senior government
i official s office for a meeting. His

i staff had asked me to wait a few

¢ minutes. While I waited, a news

Qe (B'id
IS GDS gD
mGyn(®  svenss  19ifley

alert flashed on my phone about

i aplane crash in Ahmedabad. My

i editor called,and I told him I was

H

| AQIIVES, DB 0424-2275142 GTGSTM

i OsmeveuriGuAUIGT epeurd GIBTLL Gl&BT6TETEUTLD
G LomeuL’ L UL HSSDVAT  AQUTEHGT
i Osflald g 6T armiy.

heading to the scene. In that mo-

i ment, the official s PA came out

Gatwick airport. T he flight
had gone down at 1.38 pm,
barely half a minute after
taking offfromSardarVal-
labhbhai Patel Interna—
tional Airport. It was car-
r y i n g
242 people - passengers
and crew. Air India would
later confirm that 169 of

and said,'I could go in' 1 apolo-
gised and rushed out.

I couldn t make sense of it. My
first assumption was that it must
be a small aircraft, or that there
had beensome misunderstanding.
Driving towards Ahmedabad, I
made a few calls, and the misun-
derstanding I had hoped for dis-
solved quickly. It was Air India
Flight AI-171, a Boeing 787-8
Dreamliner bound for London s

the 230 passengers were
Indian nationals, 53 British,
seven Portuguese and one Cana-
dian.

I reached the spot around 2.45
pm. The aircraft had come down
in Meghani Nagar, a densely
populated residential neigh-
bourhood less than two kilome-
tres from the airports runway.
The area was swarming with
police and security personnel,
andthicksmokeblockedtheview.
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