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32 out of 2,766 buses on roads:

Commuters in Mumbai had
to face a crisis during the peak

morning hourson Friday asonly
a handful of the buses by the

Brihanmumbai Electricity
Supply and Transport (BEST)
were seen on roads.

T he buses are the life~blood
of the busy city and one of the
most frequently used modes of
transport. They generally op-
erate at a frequency of about
10-15 minutes, and even lower
insome cases,but the employees'
indefinite strike has forced
buses out of the roads, leaving
many commuters stranded.

According to news agency
PTI, only 32 of the BEST's

2,766 buses were on Mumbai's
roads during this morning's
peak hours. Most of BEST
buses are hired from private
operators on a wet-lease basis.

While 38 buses could leave
various depots across Mumbai,
sixofthemwereforcedtoreturn
after incidents of stone-pelting
and obstruction by striking em—-
ployees. With buses missing
from roads, commuters had to
opt for locals trains, metro ser—
vices, autorickshaws, taxis, and
app-based cabs.

The BEST Sanyukt Kamgar
Kruti Samiti, a joint action
committee comprising 12
unions has called the strike,

which began after Thursday
midnight.

Here's a list of demands by
the employees (as per a PTI
report).Merger of BEST 'sbud-

get with that of the BMC (Bri-
hanmumbai Municipal Corpo- :
ration). A one—time settlement :
of legal dues of retired employ—- i

ees.

Implementation of the Sev-
enth Pay Commission recom-
mendationsforthe 2016-2026
period.

Abolition of contractual ar-
rangementsinthetransport and
electricity departments.

Absorption of wet-lease bus
workers into BEST.

Commuters stranded, ex-—
MP writes to Fadnavis

BEST is Mumbai's second-
largest public transport pro-
vider after the suburban railway
network. The strike went un-

derway despite a court's ad- :
interim order against it,and the :
Mabharashtra government's in—

vocation of the Maharashtra

ruption of essential services.
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BEST strike in Mumbai leaves commuters stranded
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