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Join my WhatsApp group.

https://chat.whatsapp.com/

CgGZM7snNtZ0QMr6or5zVx?mode=wwt
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A passport can get an In-
dian across international
borders, secure consular
protectioninaforeigncoun-
try and establish nationality
before immigration authori-
ties worldwide.Yet,accord-
ingtoofficialsofthe external
affairs ministry, it is not
proof of citizenship.

The seemingly technical

clarification, made on Pass—
port Seva Divas on Wednes—
day while unveiling the ben-
efits:  of  chip-enabled
e—passports, has revived a
long-standing legal question
that has acquired renewed
significance amid recent
controvetsies over electoral
rollrevisionsand citizenship
verification exercises: if

evena passportdoesnot con-
clusively prove citizenship,
what document does?
counter—intuitive because
the very law governing pass—
ports proceeds onthe prem-
ise that the holder is an In-
dian citizen. Under Section
5 ofthe Passports Act, 1967,
a passport authority may is—
suea passportonly after con—

sidering the application and
making such inquiry as it
deems necessary, while Sec—
tion 6(2)(a) expressly re-
quires the authority to refuse
a passport if the applicant is
not a citizen of India. In
otherwords,thelaw contem—
platesthat a passportisissued
only after the state has satis—
fied itself about the appli-

cant's citizenship. That is
what makes the ministry s
clarification intriguing: if a
document that cannot le-
gally be issued to a non-
citizen is still not proof of
citizenship, citizens may le-
gitimately wonder what
document is.Underthe Pass—
ports Act, passports are is—
sued to Indian citizens for

f not a passport, then what? MEA statement reighites citizenship debate

international travel. Appli-
cants undergo police verifi-
cation and scrutiny of mul-
tiple government records
before the document is
granted. The ministry s po-
sition appears to draw a dis-
tinction between a passport
being evidence of citizenship
and being conclusive proofof
citizenship. Legally,the gov-

ernment retains the power to
impound or revoke a pass-
port if it discovers that citi-

zenshipwaswrongly claimed
or obtained through misrep-
resentation.
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