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‘I will return’: Sheikh Hasina sets a timeline for
Bangladesh return two years after ouster

Almost two years after she
was driven out of her country
and sought refuge in India, for-
mer Bangladesh Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina adopted a
defiant tone on her return, say-
ing she would go back 'this
year .

In aninterview with NDTV,
Hasina alleged that the verdict
against her was an attempt to
make her party, the Awami
League, "leaderless', but she
said such attempts will not suc-
ceed. Bangladesh's Interna-
tional Crimes Tribunal found
Hasina guilty of crimes against
bumamty and sentenced her to
death in November last year.

"Theverdict against me s not

justice. It is part of an illegal,

unconstitutional, and politi-
cally motivated process. The
judiciary has been turned into
an instrument of political re-
venge to make the Awami
League leaderless. Such at-

tempts have been made before.
They failed then, and they will
fail again, shesaid inthe inter-
view. Hasina said that she
doesn't fear death, pointing out
the assassination of her father,

Sheikh Mujibur Rehman, cred-

ited as the founder of Bangla-
desb, and the loss of her family
in 1975. She asserted that she
would be back in Bangladesh
tbzs year .

"Ido not fear death.In 1975,
I lost my parents, my brothers,
and almost my entire family.On
21 August, there was an attempt
to kill me with grenades. Many
conspiracies have been hatched
against me. But breaking
through every web of conspir-
acy, I stood beside the people of
Bangladesh. 1 was elected
Prime Minister fivetimesbythe
people'svoteandworked forthe
country's unprecedented de-
velopment.

Almost my entire life has

been tied to the people of ‘:
Bangladesh, to the Awami ;

League, to the democratic
struggle, and to the develop-
ment of Bangladesh.

So,I wanttosay clearly:over-
commg everyobstacleand every
conspiracy, I will return to my
country thisyear, Hasinaadd-
ed.

Why was Sheikh Hasina |

found guilty in Bangladesh?
The special tribunal ruled
that Sheikh Hasinawas respon-

siblefor' ordermg,mcztmg, and :

failing to prevent what the
court called "a brutal, state-

orchestrated crackdown on Qa4

student-led protests in July
2024.
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