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How Iran’s attacks on lone American naval base in

The United States is
reviewing its  military
presence in West Asia after
Iranian missile and drone
strikes caused far greater dam-
age than previously revealed at
more than 20 American sites,
including the US Navy's base in
Babhrain, according to a report.
Notably, Bahrain has been
repeatedly targeted by Iranian
missile and drone attacks dur-
ing the conflict in West Asia.

On Sunday, Iran fired mis—
siles and drones at US military
facilitiesin Bahrainand Kuwait
shortly after the US military
said it had carried out strikes in
Iran, accusing Tehran of at-
tacking a tanker in the Strait of
Hormuz despite a peace agree—
ment being in effect.

Iran 'extensively damaged'
onlyUS naval base in W est Asia:
Report

From late February until

June, Iran launched repeated
attacks on Naval Support Ac—
tivity Bahrain (NSA Bahrain),
the lone American naval base in
West Asia.

The strikes that broke
through defences caused major
damage that the Pentagon has
not publicly confirmed, ac—
cordingtoaWallStreet Journal
investigation based on satellite
images, videos shared on social
mediaand interviews with cur—
rent and former service mem—
bers.

T he military said there were
no deaths at the base and that its
operations were not seriously
disrupted. Most personnel
were evacuated, although a
small number have remained at
the site.

US 're-evaluating footprint'
in West Asia

T he heavy damage at the na-
val base in Bahrain, together

| oS

with strikes on at least 20 US
sitesacrosstheregion,including
military bases and diplomatic

buildings, has reportedly
pushed Washington to reassess
its overall presence in West
Asia, officials familiar with the
discussions told the WS].

The military is looking at
redesigning the Bahrain base,

cutting back its presence in Ku-
wait and Saudi Arabia, and re—
locating some bases or military
functions farther west, beyond
therange of [ranian missilesand
drones, as per the report.
Some of the damaged build-
ings may not be rebuilt. Com-
mand-and-control facilities
could be shifted underground,

while military assets may also be
dispersed across more locations
in the region. However, offi-
cialssaid no final decisions have
been taken.

Israelisamong the placesbe-
ing considered for futurebasing,
two officials told the publica-
tion. During the conflict, the
country hosted dozens of US
aircraft, including fighter jets
and aerial refuelling planes.

Rebuilding could cost Pen-

tagon up to $400 million
Last  month, Pentagon
Comptroller Jay

Hurst told Congress that the
department'sestimated war cost
of $29 billion did not include
damage to US  military
bases.

The WS] estimated that re-
building structures similar to
those damaged at NSA Bahrain
would cost about $400 million,
as per a publicly available de-

West Asia made US ‘“rethink footprint’ in region

fense department cost model
and procurement records.

This estimate only covers
construction costs. It does not
include additional expenses
that could arise if rebuilding
takes place, such as cleating
debris or strengthening the new
structures.

The estimates cover only
constructionand do not include
other coststhat could factor into
thetotal if the buildings were to
be rebuilt, such as debris re-
moval and reinforcement.

Areportreleased onTuesday
by the Center for Strategic and
International Studies (CSIS)
put the total cost of the war at
roughly $40billion. That figure
includes an estimate of between
$2.2 billion and $5.1 billion in
damage to US bases across the
region, based on buildings the
think tank identified as having
been hit.
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