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Supreme Court to rule on Trump bid to limit

birthright citizenship: Key thing to know

The U.S. Supreme Court
is due to rule on Tuesday on
whether to let President
Donald T rump restrict
birthright citizenship in the

i United States - one of the
i top priorities in his crack-

down on immigration - in a
case involving a right that
had longbeenwovenintothe
fabric of American society.

A lower court blocked
Trump's exe cutive order
directing U.S. agencies not

i to recognize the citizenship

of children born in the
United Statesif neither par-

also called a "green card"
holder.
Tuesday is the final day of

October.
Challengers to Trump's

i order argued that it violates
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tution's 14th Amendment
that confers citizenship to
those born in the United

Stateswho are "subject tothe
i jurisdiction thereof."

Trump, who has repeat-
ed ly tested the limits of
presidential power in do-
mestic and foreign policy,
issued the order last year on
his first day back in office as
part of a suite of policies to
crack down on legal and il-
legal immigration. Critics
haveaccusedthe Republican
president of racial and re-
ligious discrimination in his
approach to immigration.

The S upreme Court
weighs in on what it means
to be an American citizen
just ahead of the July 4
holid ay when the United
States marks the 250th an-
niversary of its foundi

Ahead of the ruling, some
experts had estimated that
Trump's directive could af-
fect t he legal status of as
many as 250,000 babies
born each year and could
require the families of mil-
lions more to prove the
citizenship status of their
newborns.

A C LA S S-ACTION
SUIT

The legal challenge to
Trump's directive consid—
ered by the Supreme Court,
which has a 6-3 conserva-
tiv e majority, involved a
class—action lawsuit filed in
New Hampshire by parents

[ citizen—

ship was threatened by the
directive.

T he 14th Amendment has
long been interpreted as
guaranteeing citizenship for
babies born in the United
States,withonly narrow ex—
ceptionssuchasthe children
of foreign diplomats or
me mbers of an enemy oc-
cupying force.

The provision at issue,
known as the Citizenship
Clause, states: "All persons
born or naturalized in the
United States, and subject to
the jurisdiction thereof, are
citizens of the United States
and of the state whereinthey
reside."

The administration has
as s erted that the phrase
"subject to the jurisdiction
the reof' means that being
born in the United States is
not enough for citizenship,
and excludes the babies of
immigrants who are in the
country illegally or whose
presence is lawful but tem-
poraty, such as university
students or those on work
visas.
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