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tech firms to drop Mercator’s projection

On the world map found
in todays classrooms,
Greenland and Africa look
about the same size. In real-
ity, Greenland covers 2.16
million sq km. Africa covers
30.3 million,nearly 14 times
as much. Even India, at 3.29
million sq km, is bigger than
Greenland but the maps we
see today suggest otherwise.

On Friday, the United
Nations General Assembly
voted 164 to one to encour—
age governments, schools,
publishers and technology
companies to stop using it.
Togo moved the resolution,
titled 'Correct the Map', on
behalf of the 54-member
African Group, withthe Ba-
hamas as co-sponsor and the
African Union behind it.
Estonia, Georgia, Lithuania,

Moldova,SerbiaandUkraine
abstained. The US cast the
single vote against, calling
the initiative a radical ideo-
logical project and adistrac—
tion from questions of peace
and prosperity. India voted
in favour and then filed a
qualification. Raghoo Puri,
first secretary at India's per—
manent mission to the UN,
toldtheassemblythatthetext
should be read as support for
equal-area projections in
general "and not asendorsing
the Equal Earth projectionor
any other specific map pro-
jection".

The text, numbered
A/80/L.104, records that a
projection built in the 16th
century for navigation is still
the default in classrooms,
newsrooms, digital plat-

forms and official material,
andthatitsdistortionsshrink
the perceived size of Africa,
Latin America and South
Asia. Instead, it now encour-
ages states, schools, interna-
tional ~organisations and
technology companies, touse
equal-area projections,
Equal Earth among them,
wherever relative size mat-
ters,andtoteachstudentsthat
every flat map distortssome—-
thing. The resolution de-
scribes the correction as an
act of "cognitive justice and
memotial reparation”.

The campaignbehind it has
been running for more than
a year, driven by the advo-
cacy groups Africa No Filter
and Speak Up Africa. The
African  Union adopted
Equal Earth in March, Togo
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T he fundamental issue is of
dimensions and the question
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